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DRAFTED BY NEA/P:GFSHERMAN 
APPROVED BY NEA/P:GFSHERMAN 
S/PRS - MR. KING (INFO) 

H - MISS FOLGER (INFO) 

IO/P - MR. BLACHLY 
EUR/P - MR. JERABEK 
NEA/ARN - MR. KORN 
AF/P - MRS. RUSSELL 

022438 

R 182102Z NOV 74 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
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AMEMBASSY SANAA 
USINT BAGHDAD 

UNCLAS STATE 253830 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 
GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S PRESS BRIEFING NOVEMBER 18, 
1974: 


QUOTE: Q. HOW DO YOU VIEW THE PRESENT SITUATION IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST? IS THE TENSION VERY HIGH, OR HAS IT BERN 
LOWERED? 

A. I THINK BOTH SIDES THAT SEEM TO BE MOST DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED - BOTH SIDES HAVE SPOKEN TO IT PUBLICLY AND HAVE 
SAID THAT THEY WERE NOT GOING TO ATTACK. AND I THINK I LL 
JUST LET THE MATTER REST THERE AT THE MOMENT. 

Q. IS ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON STILL IN THE AREA? 

A. I RELIEVE HE'S IN THE BUILDING TODAY. 

Q. HE'S RETURNED FROM SAUDI ARABIA? 

A. YES, SIR. END QUOTE. INGERSOLL 
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